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Introduction to the Bible – 10/28/2018 

We need to reiterate two things: the importance of the Bible, and the 

importance of rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Job 23:12: Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; 

I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food. 

Psalms 138:2: I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy 

name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified 

thy word above all thy name. 

Matthew 4:4: But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 

God. 

2 Timothy 2:15: Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 

that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

We read the Bible to discover God. 

We read the Bible to discover ourselves. 

We read the Bible to make sense of the world. 

We read the Bible because in it we find the words of eternal life. 

We read the Bible because it is life giving. 

The Bible 

The Bible is the word of God; it is a collection of words that God wanted 

man to have. 

It was written over a period of 1600 years by approximately 40 men. 

Moses was first one the pen the word of God and John was the last. 
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We hesitate to call them authors because the Holy Spirit is the author 

of the word of God. 

2 Peter 1:18-21 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were 

with him in the holy mount. 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 

that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 

day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 

interpretation. 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 

men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

This more sure word is the written word (scripture) versus the spoken 

audible voice of God. Peter is saying that in the written word we have a 

more sure word than the voice of God that they heard speak from 

heaven. 

Scripture is also something that God of Jesus said that eventually find 

its way in the written word. (see 1 Cor. 15:4 vs Mat. 16:21, 17:23, 

20:19; Mark 9:31, 10:34; Luk. 9:22, 13:32, 18:33, 24:7. 24:46) 

This is the emphasis God places on the Bible. 

The Bible was written in three languages Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. 

The portions of Scripture that were written in Aramaic include Ezra 4:8–

6:18 and 7:12-26 (67 verses), Daniel 2:4b–7:28 (200 verses), Jeremiah 

10:11. Genesis 31:47 also contains an Aramaic phrase by Laban, Jacob’s 
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father-in-law. Ge:31:47: And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob 

called it Galeed. 

All the writers of the Bible were Jews, Luke was not a Greek; he was an 

educated Jewish doctor. 

Romans 3:1-2: What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is 

there of circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto 

them were committed the oracles of God. 

As of October 2017 the full Bible has been translated into 670 

languages, the New Testament alone into 1,521 languages and Bible 

portions or stories into 1,121 other languages. From wikepedia 

The American Bible Society says that 57 percent of world languages are 

still in need of a completed Bible translation. 

The Bible is the best-selling book ever, read by people throughout the 

ages and across the world. 

The Books of the Bible 

There Two Testaments in the Bible, the Old Testament and New 

Testament. The OT contains 39 books and the NT contains 27 books, 

giving us a total of 66 Books and 1,189 chapters. 

How do we know that these books and no others are the word of God? 

The canon of Scripture was established by A.D. 397. That is, the early 

Christian church had considered the canon of the Bible to be complete 

as we know it today—66 books. These are the books they used, copied, 

memorized, and quoted from. 

God has promised to preserve His word (see Psalms 12:7).  
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When we talk about the canon of Scripture we are referring to the 

collection of books which form the original and authoritative written 

rule of the faith and practice of the Christian Church, which is the Bible. 

The books of the Bible were not made canonical by act of any council, 

but Christians recognized through use that these books should be part 

of the Bible. 

The early church had agreed that the Canon was closed with the death 

of the last apostle. It took almost 200 years for them to figure out that 

the NT was comprised of 27 books. 

There is no consensus as to when the Hebrew Bible canon (the OT) was 

fixed, but some believe it was completed anywhere from 140 to 40 BC. 

I want briefly mention the apocrypha. The apocrypha is a set of writings 

or statements of doubtful authenticity; this means that believers did 

not recognize these books as canon. 

The reason we mention them is to inform you that the Bible of the 

Roman Catholic Church has a total of 73 books (46 + 27) because they 

recognize the Apocrypha as semi canonical. 

There are 7 apocryphal books (there are more that these 14) and 

additions to other books included in the Catholic Bible: 1. Tobit, 2. 

Judith, 3. 1 Maccabees, 4. 2 Maccabees, 5. Wisdom of Solomon, 6. 

Sirach (also known as Ecclesiasticus), and 7. Baruch. And the following 

additions: Letter of Jeremiah added to Baruch; the Story of Susanna and 

The Idol Bel and the Dragon added to Daniel, and additions to the book 

of Esther. 
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I don’t recommend that you read these nor will we ever study them. 

Once in a while we may make reference to show the spurious content 

in these books. 

We reject the apocrypha as canon; we do not believe it should be part 

of the word of God. It is true that the original 1611 King James had the 

apocrypha, but they recognized it wasn’t canon and therefore it was 

placed between the testaments. The 1666 King James Version edition 

was the first edition to omit the apocrypha. In 1826 most protestant 

Bibles quit printing the apocrypha as part of the Bible. 

There are two indicators in the Bible itself for the number of books it 

should contain. 

The Table of Showbread, one of the seven furnishings of the 

tabernacle, is one. On it were placed two columns of six loafs of bread, 

which were baked daily by the priests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second indicator is the book of Isaiah which contains 66 chapters. 

The 66 books in Bible correspond with the 66 chapters in Isaiah! 

6 6 
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Whatever chapter you’re reading in Isaiah, you’ll find striking 

similarities to its numerical equivalent in the Old or New Testament. 

Isaiah 1:2: Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath 

spoken… 

Genesis 1:1: In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  

When you come to Isaiah 40, which corresponds to the Book of 

Matthew (the first book of the NT), you know who shows up in Isaiah 

40:3? John the Baptist, the voice of one crying in the wilderness. You 

know who shows up in Matthew 3? “John the Baptist.” 

Isaiah 40:3: The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 

the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God. 

Matthew 3:3: For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 

saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight. 

Isaiah ends with a new heavens and a new earth. The Book of the 

Revelation ends with a new heaven and a new earth. 

Isaiah 66:22: For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 

make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD… 

 Revelation 21:1: And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 

heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more 

sea. 

Now keep in mind that when the original autographs were written they 

had no chapter and verse divisions. 
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Chapters were added in the Bible in the 13th century. A man named 

Stephen Langton divided the Bible into chapters in the year A.D. 1227. 

Langton was a professor at the University of Paris and later he became 

the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Wycliffe English Bible of 1382 was 

the first Bible to use this chapter pattern. Since the Wycliffe Bible, 

nearly all Bible translations have followed Langton's chapter divisions. 

The Hebrew Old Testament was divided into verses by a Jewish rabbi by 

the name of Nathan in A.D. 1448. 

Verses were added in the NT in the 16th century. Robert Stephanus 

(Stephens), a French printer, divided the verses for his Greek New 

Testament. It was published in 1551. 

The first entire Bible in which these chapter and verse divisions were 

used was Stephen's edition of the Latin Vulgate (1555). Stephanus used 

Nathan's verse divisions for the Old Testament. 

The first English Bible to have both chapter and verse divisions was the 

Geneva Bible (1560). Since that time, beginning with the Geneva Bible, 

the chapter and verse divisions employed by Stephanus have been 

accepted into nearly all the Bible versions. 

The Theme of Bible 

Bible is a book about a King and His kingdom and in it we find the 

underlying struggle to purge the King’s kingdom from all that is unjust 

and filthy (Rev. 22:11). 

Revelation 11:15: And the seventh angel sounded; and there were 

great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become 
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the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 

and ever. 

The Old Testament 

The Old Testament deals with creation of the universe and man. 

The Old Testament deals with the calling of one man through whom a 

nation would be formed in order to bring the Messiah. 

The Old Testament deals with the history of this nation, the nation of 

Israel, and deals with the Gentile nations in relation only to Israel. 

The Old Testament deals with the prophecies of God’s future plans for 

Israel, they will all be fulfilled. 

Replacement theology teaches that the Jews are no longer God's 

chosen people, and God does not have specific future plans for the 

nation of Israel. This is a heresy, watch out for it. God’s not done with 

Israel. Think about this: “Why is the world obsessed over Israel?” 

Jesus Himself divided the OT testament for us. 

Luke 24:44: And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake 

unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 

which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 

psalms, concerning me. 

We further divide the Old Testament divides into four major sections: 

1. The Pentateuch 

2. History (Christ lumped these in with the prophets, since they were 

written by the prophets) 

3. Poetry or Writings (referred to by Christ as the Psalms) 
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4.  The Prophets (the Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets) 

 

1. The Pentateuch or The Books of Law 

These are the first 5 books written by Moses: Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

 

2. History 

These are the 12 historical books and include Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st 

and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, 

Nehemiah, and Esther. 

 

3. Poetry 

Also known as the wisdom writings or wisdom literature they include 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. 

Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) offered this concise summary of the five 

books of poetry:  

1. Job- How to suffer 

2. Psalms- How to pray 

3. Proverbs- How to act 

4. Ecclesiastes- How to enjoy 

5. Song of Solomon- How to love 

 

4. The Prophets 

There are 4 Major Prophets who wrote 5 books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Lamentations (written by Jeremiah), Ezekiel, and Daniel. These books 
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were declared “major” because of the amount of text, and not because 

they were considered more important than the “minor” prophets. 

There are 12 Minor Prophets, with each one having a book ascribed to 

him: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 

Malachi 4:6: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 

and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 

earth with a curse. 

How’s that a way to end the OT? Every dispensation, except the last 

one, ends in apostasy. 

The New Testament 

1. The Gospels 

2. Acts (history of the early church) 

3. Pauline Epistles 

4. General Epistles 

5. Revelation (prophetic) 

Sometimes #3 and #4 are grouped together and called the letters. 

1. The Gospels 

The first four books of the New Testament are the Gospels: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John. Each Gospel tells the life story of Jesus from a 

different perspective. The first three Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke 

are similar in content and perspective and because of this, they are 

called the “Synoptic Gospels.” Compared to the Synoptics, the book of 

John has markedly different subject material and structure, nearly half 
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the book (the last 10 chapters) deals with the last week of Christ’s life 

also known as the Passion of Christ (Acts 1:3). 

1. Matthew: Jesus as the King of the Jews 

2. Mark: Jesus as the Servant 

3. Luke: Jesus as the Son of Man 

4. John: Jesus as the Son of God 

2. Acts 

Acts recounts the early history of Christianity. Acts is a book of 

transitions. The transition from law to grace; the transition from the 

kingdom of heaven to the kingdom of God; the transition between a 

Jewish church to a predominantly Gentile church; the transition 

between Peter, the apostle to the Jews, to Paul, the apostle to the 

gentiles. Much heresy comes from not rightly dividing the book of Acts. 

3. Pauline Epistles 

These letters (14) were written by Paul. I believe Paul also wrote the 

book of Hebrews. In these letters Paul deals primarily with church 

doctrine and contrasts grace and the Law. Paul testifies that several 

mysteries were revealed to him and to him alone. Paul is writing to 

churches and individuals who are already saved and have some 

knowledge of spiritual things. 

Paul’s epistles fall into four categories: 9 epistles written to churches 

(Romans to 2 Thessalonians), 3 pastoral epistles (1 and 2 Timothy, and 

Titus), 1 personal epistles (Philemon) and 1 general epistle (Hebrews). 

Some do not believe that Paul wrote the book of Hebrews and classify 

it as part of the general epistles. 
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3. General Epistles 

The 7 general epistles include James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 

John and Jude. They are called general because they are addressed to a 

general Christian audience and written by more than person (Peter, 

James, John, and Jude). The General Epistles are alternatively called the 

“Catholic Epistles.” I believe the book of James is one the first NT books 

written, approx. 34 AD (Acts 8). 

5. Revelation 

The 27th and final book of the New Testament is called the Book of the 

Revelation to John, or more commonly, “Revelation.” It is the only New 

Testament book to focus entirely on prophecy. It deals with the history 

of the church, the tribulation, the return of Christ, the millennial 

kingdom and the new heaven and earth that will follow. 


